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Climate Smart interventions and 
the role of mobile technology
More than 3 billion people, approximately half of the 
World population live in rural areas and roughly 2.5 
billion of these rural people earn their livelihoods 
through Agriculture (FOA). Agriculture is one of the 
major means of earning livelihood and helps to drive the 
economic growth for many countries. But the continuous 
anthropogenic change in climate has posed a serious 
threat to it and consequently it has been causing deleterious 
effect on the people and the economic growth. Agriculture 
is now facing multitude of challenges. In addition to 
addressing the adverse impact of climate change which 
is leading to water scarcity, higher temperatures, and 
variability in weather, climatic disasters and change in sea 
levels. The other key challenge is to meet the demands 
for food of a rapidly growing population. In such scenario, 
there is a need of climate smart interventions in agriculture 
which is also known as Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA). 

CSA is an integrated concept concerning climate change 
and agriculture. As defined by FAO (2010), climate smart 
agriculture means agriculture that sustainably increases 
productivity, resilience (adaptation), reduces/removes 
greenhouse gases (mitigation), and enhances achievement 
of national food security and development goals. Going by 
this, it is apparent that adopting climate smart agriculture 

strategies helps in fighting on three fronts; these are 
adaption, mitigation and development. Implementation 
of this approach will enable the transformation of the 
agriculture, which will be leading towards addressing the 

challenges of climate change and food security.

Climate change has been having devastating impact on 
the agriculture. Mainly the long term change in the climatic 
parameters can be more severe and can cause fluctuation in 
the cropping season, variations in the cropping arrangements 
and unusual pest & disease patterns, which in turn affect the 
production level, prices, incomes and lastly livelihoods and 
lives. This could have harsh effects on life. Already the gradual 
but the perceptible impact of climate change has been started 
being experienced by the global communities; the situation 
becomes grimmer in the regions that are incapable in coping 
up with these changes.
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“Climate change is a result of the greatest market 
failure the world has seen…

We risk damages on a scale larger than the two world 
wars of the last century.”

By Sir Nicholas Stern, in 2007



At the same time, it is important to contemplate on the 
food security in the changing situation when agriculture 
is reeling under great pressure of feeding the continually 
growing population. Such scenario warrants effective 
practices to make it more resilient, so that it can withstand 
the erratic weather and climate patterns and feed the 
population. Considering these challenges before us, 
climate smart interventions give an optimistic approach to 
it. But the real challenge lies in the creation of awareness 
about CSA and the application of its strategies to an 
extensive level. 

Experiencing the continual climatic change and its effect 
on agriculture, it has become imperative to take steps 
towards generating awareness about the CSA. It is 
important to disseminate the information about benefits 
of using CSA techniques to the each corner of the world, 
which can help in the global preparedness to handle 
climate change. Undoubtedly considering the extent of 
the problem there is a need of robust policy framework. 
But simultaneously, the intervention of ICT can help in 
scaling up the awareness program to a significant level. 
Especially the mobile phone, which has now become a 

gadget of everybody’s hand, can be the most potential tool 
to make people know about the utility of CSA practices and 
encourage them to adopt the practices efficiently. 

Growing advancement in mobile technology has made 
a mobile phone a multipurpose object. It is not simply 
for talking or texting now, but also for listening to radio 
programs, receiving advisories, taking & sharing pictures, 
watching and sharing videos, chatting, getting on-time 
information etc. These ingrained multiple features of mobile 
has made it a mini power house of information. These 
features can be well utilised to disseminate information 
about using the various site specific CSA practices. 
This can be done effectively through voice messages, 
videos and images and further it can be reinforced by 
the helpline support. Through mobile phones, there can 
be a continuous support to the farmers, which can also 
help in empowering them by keeping them updated about 
various location based measures on-time to be adopted in 
such situations. The prospective of using mobile phones 
thus should be well considered in creating awareness to 
the masses around the globe.  
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Community Agro-info Network 
program launched

The Community Agro-info Network project has been 
launched in Maharashtra. It is a joint initiative by CABI 
and M.S.Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF) 
which aims to create a network of farmers for sharing the 
information on agriculture. This project has started on 
pilot basis and it is a part of the major project mKisan. In 
this program, the National Virtual Academy (NVA) fellows, 
who are community leaders and also progressive farmers, 
will aid in creating an information network of farmers by 
using mobile phone technology. They will help the farmers 
by providing them real time solutions to their farm related 
various queries with the help of Direct2Farm knowledge 
repository and the national experts.

As a part of project initiation, a training program was 
organized on 10th June, 2014 in Amravati, a small district 
in Maharashtra. NVA fellows from all across Maharashtra 
participated in this program. NVA fellows are the progressive 
farmers or grassroots’ workers who lead their community 
and are committed to serve their community. They are 
elected through a procedure (managed by MSSRF) on the 
basis of their previous achievements and an assessment 
of who can be a role model in their respective village. In 
this program, they were trained on how to use mobile 
technology in helping their farming community to generate 
better livelihoods for them. 



CaféMóvel goes toll free
In a recent development, the CaféMovel service has 
been made available on a toll free no. 1800-103-
1901. This development should boost its popularity even 
more. The CaféMovel project is a mobile based extension 
service for the coffee growers which provides real-time 
and effective extension support to the coffee planters 

in Karnataka. Using this service, the coffee growers not 
only listen to the advisories but also other important 
information on market trends, auction price and weather 
alerts in the local language. Users can also create their 
own personal discussion threads.

CABI and its consortium to help 
3 million people on nutrition
More than three million people in Sub-Saharan 
Africa and South Asia will soon be able to access 
vital nutrition and health information using mobile 
technology as part of a new project to help tackle 
malnutrition – a leading cause of child mortality 
worldwide. The GSMA Mobile for Development 
Foundation has appointed a CABI-led consortium as the 
global content provider to the mNutrition initiative of a UK 
Department for International Development (DFID) funded 
project that aims to improve the nutritional status of more 
than three million people. The initiative will help to combat 
with the issue of malnourishment and help beneficiaries to 
access nutrition-based agricultural and health information 
using mobile technology.

The consortium comprises CABI, BMJ, Global Alliance 
for Improved Nutrition (GAIN), International Livestock 
Research Institute (ILRI) and Oxfam GB. The consortium 
was established to harness the potential of mobile phones 
and help millions of poor women and their families 
to access and act on, sound nutritional information 
and advice. This group will conduct landscaping and 
provide country specific frameworks for developing 
agriculture, nutrition sensitive and health content for 
mobile services. The group brings together world-
class expertise in agriculture, health and nutrition, as 
well as a strong presence in the 14 target countries in  
Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, where the project will 
be rolled out later this year.
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World Telecommunication 
and Information Society Day

Every year, the World Telecommunication and 
Information Society Day is celebrated on 17th May. 
This year, the day was celebrated in Geneva, on Friday, 16 
May as 17 May 2014 fell on a Saturday.

This day symbolises the foundation of International 
Telecommunication Union and the anniversary of the 
signing of the first International Telegraph Convention. The 
purpose of the celebration of this day is to bridge digital 
divide and to aid in bringing awareness of the prospects 
of the use of the Internet and other information and 
communication technologies (ICT).

Theme of the year 2014 is ‘Broadband for sustainable 
development’, in Dr Hamadoun I. Touré’s (Secretary 
General-ITU) words on this theme, “It is now well-
recognized that digital development is a transformative 
tool to fast-track sustainable development. In order 
to realize its full potential, it is essential to roll-out  
high-speed broadband networks, making it affordable as 
well as universally accessible”.
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